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CHAPTER VI

THE    KEIGNS    OF    TIGLATHPILESER   HI    AND    SHAL-
MA3STESEB IV.

A MARVELOUS change in Assyria was wrought
by the rebellion of 746 B. C. Before it there
reigned the last king of a dynasty which had
made the kingdom great and its name feared from
east to west. A degenerate son of a distinguished
line was he, and the power which had swept
with a force almost resistless over mountain and
valley was a useless thing in his hands. He re-
mained in his royal city while the fairest provinces
were taken away and added to the kingdom of
Urartu, and while others boldly refused to pay
tribute and defied his waning army. After 746
B. C. the Assyrian throne is occupied by a man
whose very name before that time is so obscure
and unworthy as to be discarded by its owner.
We do not know the origin of this strange man,
for in the pride of later years he never mentioned
either father or mother, who were probably hum-
ble folk not dwelling in kings' houses* He was
perhaps an army commander; au officer who had
led some part of the greatest standing army that
the world had then known. He may also have
held a civil post as governor of some province or